
 
Town of Farmville  
Board of Zoning Appeals  

Members 
Pam Butler, CBZA, Chair 
Penny Pairet, CBZA, Vice Chair 
Cameron Patterson 
Sam Carey 
Zach Preston 

 
Town Council Chambers of the Town Hall, 116 North Main Street, Farmville, Virginia 

 
Agenda for Friday, January 24, 2025 @ 3:00pm 

 
1. Call to Order (Please Silence Devices) 

 
2. Roll Call 
 
3. Determination of Quorum 

 
4. Consideration of Minutes 

a. Minutes of the Regular Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting – February 22, 2024 
 

5. Election of Officers 
 

a. Election of Chairperson 
i. Nominations 

ii. Vote 
b. Vice-Chairperson 

i. Nominations 
ii. Vote 

 
6. Hearing of Cases 

 
a. BZA25-001: to consider the appeal of subdivision administrator’s decision filed 

by Smart Development, LLC, regarding a boundary line adjustment of Tax Map 
parcels 37-7-5 and 37-7-5A.   
 

7. New Business 
a. Consideration and Adoption of Standing Meeting Schedule for 2025 
b. Consideration and Adoption of 2024 Annual Report 
c. Staff Updates/Other Items of Interest 

 
8. Adjournment 



 

Town of Farmville Board of Zoning Appeals 
Farmville Town Hall Council Chambers 
116 North Main Street, Farmville, VA 

Thursday February 22, 2024 
 
Members Present: Chairperson Pam Butler, Vice-Chair Penny Pairet, and Sam Carey 

 
Member Absent: Cameron Patterson and Zachary Preston 

 
Staff Present: Director of Community Development Ashley Atkins-Austin, Administrative 
Assistant II Michelle Watkins  

 
Call to Order: Chairperson Butler called the meeting to order at 3:00 pm. 
 
Determination of Quorum: With three (3) members being present, a quorum was established. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Minutes of Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting- January 25, 2024 
On motion by Mr. Carey, Seconded by Ms. Pairet, with all present members voting “aye”, the 
minutes were approved with no corrections. 
 
HEARING OF THE CASE 
BZA24-001-VAR- Walmart Real Estate, property owner and applicant, requests a variance of 
fifteen additional wall signs to the two allowed per business per street frontage, a 339.79 square 
foot variance to the 100 square foot maximum sign area for wall signs, and a 534.79 square foot 
variance to the 150 square foot total signage allowed in the B-3 District as stated in Section 29-
31.f. 
 
Ms. Ashley Atkins-Austin provided a brief background of the case. Staff recommended denial of 
the variance request by the applicant. 
 
Mr. Zeiner, a resident of the town, spoke in opposition to the variance request. Ms. Watkins 
shared a written statement with the Board in opposition to the variance request from Matt 
Schewel, representative of Allegheny Partners LLC and owner of Schewel Home Store. Brian 
Lorenze, representative of Walmart Real Estate, introduced himself to the Board and offered to 
field any questions. 
 
The Board had no questions and there was no deliberation. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Pairet, seconded by Mr. Carey, and with all present members present voting 
“aye”, the motion to deny variance request BZA24-001-VAR was passed. 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
There was no unfinished business before the Board. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
There was no new business before the Board.  
 



 

ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board of Zoning Appeals, Chairperson. Butler called for a 
motion to adjourn. 

 
On a motion by Ms. Pairet, seconded by Mr. Carey, with all members present voting “aye”, the 
meeting was adjourned at 3:13 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Michelle D. Watkins, Administrative Assistant II 

 
 
 

 
Pam Butler, Chairperson                                  Ashley Atkins-Austin,  
                                 Director of Community Development                      



 

116 North Main Street 
Farmville, Virginia 23901 
434-392-8465 
www.farmvilleva.com 

Department of Community Development 
Staff Report: BZA25-001 Smart Development LLC – Appeal 
of Subdivision Administrators Decision 
Meeting Date: Friday, January 24, 2025 at 3pm 

 

BZA25-001 Report Date: 1/14/2025 Page 1 of 3 
 

Identification and Location Information 
Appellant Dale G. Mullen, Esq. on behalf of Smart Development, LLC 
Property Owner Longwood Village Housing Foundation, Inc. 
Location Clark Street, Tax Map # 37-7-5 & 37-7-5A 
Zoning B-3 Highway Commercial 
Staff Contact Ashley Atkins-Austin, CZA, Director of Community Development 

Phone: 434-392-8465 | Email: aaustin@farmvilleva.com  
 
Summary 
The applicant, Dale G. Mullen, Esq., on behalf of Smart Development, LLC has requested an appeal of the 
Subdivision Administrator’s decision to approve a boundary line adjustment and composite map for Tax 
Map Parcels 37-7-5 and 37-7-5A, owned by Longwood Village Housing Foundation, LLC. 
 
An appeal of the Subdivision Administrator’s decision is to be reviewed by the Board of Zoning Appeals 
following the criteria below set forth in the Town of Farmville Zoning Code and Virginia Code. 
 
Article II. Section 29-12(b)(2)a of the Zoning Code states:  
Appeals. To hear and decide appeals from any order, requirement, decision, or determination made by 
an administrative officer in the administration of this chapter. No such appeal shall be heard except after 
notice and hearing is provided by Code of Virginia. § 15.2-2204. 
 
Virginia Code 15.2-2309 states: 
1. To hear and decide appeals from any order, requirement, decision, or determination made by an 
administrative officer in the administration or enforcement of this article or of any ordinance adopted 
pursuant thereto. The decision on such appeal shall be based on the board's judgment of whether the 
administrative officer was correct. The determination of the administrative officer shall be presumed to 
be correct. At a hearing on an appeal, the administrative officer shall explain the basis for his 
determination after which the appellant has the burden of proof to rebut such presumption of 
correctness by a preponderance of the evidence. The board shall consider any applicable ordinances, 
laws, and regulations in making its decision. For purposes of this section, determination means any 
order, requirement, decision or determination made by an administrative officer. Any appeal of a 
determination to the board shall be in compliance with this section, notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, general or special. 
 
On Friday, September 13, 2024, staff received an email from Lori Blackwood with the Longwood 
University Real Estate Foundation that contained a preliminary plat for review. Staff forwarded the 
preliminary plat to a third-party reviewer for review and comments. Received comments from third-
party reviewer on Monday, September 16, 2024, to say the plat meets all ordinance requirements and 
there are no known overlay districts associated with the parcels except zoning. 
 
On Tuesday, September 24, 2024, Ms. Blackwood dropped off five copies of the final plat for signatures. 
Staff completed a review of the final plat on Monday, September 30, 2024.  

mailto:aaustin@farmvilleva.com
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The Subdivision Administrator begins the review verifying compliance with the dimensional standards 
for base zoning districts listed in Sec. 29-22(b) of the Zoning Code. Then proceeds with the review based 
on Sec. 29-63(b)(2) and Sec. 29-64 of the Zoning Code.  
 
Per Town Code Sec. 29-64.a.1.b, the agent may permit a boundary line adjustment, vacation, or the 
separation of one (1) parcel from a tract of land without complying with all requirements of the zoning 
chapter if it meets the following four items: 

1. Not in conflict with the general meaning and purpose of the chapter.  
2. No new streets are required to serve the parcel. 
3. Meets or exceeds all zoning requirements 
4. In this case, only one (1) line shall be required and shall be labeled “subdivision agent”. 

The submitted plat was viewed as a boundary line adjustment based on Sec. 29-66(b) of the Zoning 
Code. Boundary Lines. As allowed by Code of Virginia, § 15.2-2275, the boundary lines of any lot or 
parcel of land may be vacated, relocated, or otherwise altered as part of an otherwise valid and properly 
recorded plat of subdivision or resubdivision approved as provided in this article or properly recorded 
prior to the applicability of this article, and executed by the owner or owners of the land. The action 
shall not involve the relocation or alteration of streets, alleys, easements for public passage, or other 
public areas. No easements or utility rights-of-way shall be relocated or altered without the express 
consent of all persons holding any interest therein. 

The Subdivision Administrator found that no new parcels were created and no new streets were 
required to serve the parcels. There is no minimum lot size area or lot street frontage requirement for 
the B-3 Highway Commercial zoning district. Based on compliance with the dimensional standards and 
no new streets required, the plat was found to be in agreement with the general meaning of the 
chapter. 
 
Staff signed five copies of the plat, returning four to the Longwood Real Estate Foundation and keeping 
one copy for staff records. 

Based on the ordinance provisions as noted above, the subdivision administrator’s decision is correct 
and the appeal has no merit. 

Recommendation 
Staff Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends that the Board of Zoning Appeals uphold the subdivision administrator’s decision and 
deny appeal BZA25-001 of the Subdivision Administrator’s decision to approve a boundary line 
adjustment and composite map for Tax Map Parcels 37-7-5 and 37-7-5A, as the decision was in 
compliance with the Town Zoning Code.  
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Attachments 

1. Aerial Map 
2. Approved Boundary Line Adjustment Composite Plat; approved 2024 
3. Approval Letter to Longwood Real Estate Foundation 
4. Plat of Resubdivision approved in 2003 
5. Appeal Application 
6. Smart Development Appeal 
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Ashley Atkins-Austin, CZA 
Director of Community Development 

 

Phillip A. Moore, Building Official 
 

John R.C. Ramsay 
Residential Code Inspector 

 

Michelle D. Watkins 
Administrative Assistant II Permit Technician  

116 North Main Street | P. O. Drawer 368 | Farmville, VA 23901 | Phone: 434.392.8465 | Fax: 434.392.3160 | www.farmvilleva.com 

September 30, 2024 
 
Longwood University 
Lori Blackwood 
201 High Street 
Farmville, VA  23901 
 
 Re:  SUB24-006 (Boundary Line Adjustment) 
  Longwood Village Housing Foundation, LLC  
  Approval Letter 
 
Dear Ms. Blackwood: 
 
As the designated subdivision agent, I hereby administratively approve for recordation the final plat of 
this subdivision on Monday, September 30, 2024, pursuant to Farmville Town Code Section 29-64.1.b.  
 
The site is located on Clark Street, approximately 1000 feet southeast of its intersection with South 
Main Street on Tax Parcels 0037000(07)00-005 and 0037000(07)00-005A. The site is zoned B-3 
Highway commercial. The existing lot identified as Tax Parcel 0037000(07)00-005 is on Town water and 
sewer.  
 
The plat vacates the existing boundary line between the parcels and creates a new boundary line 
between the two parcels. Tax Parcel 0037000(07)00-005 is 14.81 acres and Tax Parcel 0037000(07)00-
005A is 5.59 acres. 
 
No new utilities or streets were proposed. This approval does not grant any waivers, exceptions, or 
variances, and no conditions are attached to the approval. Future development, however, must comply 
with the ordinances, codes, and laws prevailing at the time of application. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me at aaustin@farmvilleva.com or 434-392-8465 if you have any 
questions or comments. 
 
 Sincerely, 
  
 
 
 Ashley Atkins-Austin, CZA 
 Director of Community Development 

mailto:aaustin@farmvilleva.com








WHITEFORD, TAYLOR & PRESTON L.L.P. 

DALE G. MULLEN 

PARTNER 

DIRECT LINE (804) 799-7854 

DIRECT FAX (804) 762-6863 
DMullen@whitefordlaw.com 

VIA HAND DELIVERY 

Town of Farmville, Virginia 
Zoning Administrator 
Community Development 
116 North Main Street 
Farmville, VA 23901 

Two JAMES CENTER 

1021 E. CARY STREET 

SUITE 2001 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219 

MAIN TELEPHONE (804) 977-3300 

FACSIMILE (804) 977-3299 

October 30, 2024 

DELAWARE' 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

KENTUCKY 

MARYLAND 

NEW YORK 

VIRGINIA 

WWW WHITTfOROLAW.COM 

(BOO) 987-8705 

Re: Notice of Appeal to the Board of Zoning Appeals 
Town of Farmville, Virginia 
TMP 37-7-5 and TMP 37-7-SA 
From Approval Dated September 30, 2024 

This Notice of Appeal is filed pursuant to Virginia Code sections 15.2-2311, 15.2-
2309, and 15.2-2314, and addressing the approval of vacation of certain lot lines and other 
elements in a September 30, 2024, attached as Exhibit 1. The grounds therefore are set out 
in the pleading filed on this date in the Circuit Court for Prince Edward County and those 
reasons are incorporated by reference here as if set forth fully herein. More specifically, the 
grounds for this appeal are that Smart Development is aggrieved by a decision of the zoning 
administrator, also serving as the Subdivision Administrator and/or Subdivision Agent and 
made the September 30, 2024, approval in violation of state law and local ordinance. 

Please take notice that Smart Development, LLC, a Virginia limited liability 
company, hereby appeals the decision of the zoning administrator, also serving as the 
Subdivision Administrator and/or Subdivision Agent, to approve a boundary line 
adjustment and composite map for Tax Map Parcel 37-7-5 and 37-7-5A, owned by Longwood 
Village Housing Foundation, LLC, in the Town of Farmville, Virginia, dated September 30, 
2024, and recorded in the Clerk's Office of Prince Edward County as Instrument No. 
202401234 (the "Approval"). A copy of the Approval is attached as Exhibit 1, to the Circuit 
Court filing all of which it attached as Notice of Appeal Exhibit A. 

This Notice of Appeal is filed pursuant to Virginia Code sections 15.2-2311 and 15.2-
2309 and is timely filed within 30 days of the date of the Approval. The grounds for this 
appeal are that Smart Development is aggrieved by the Approval, which was made in 
violation of state law and local ordinance, and which causes irreparable harm to Smart 
Development's property rights and interests. 

'�tNllit.:jord, Tnylor &· Prtsfo11 L.L.P, is II limifed lir1bilily pnrt11crsl1ip. Our Delmunrti offict!S nrf.! O/Je!'nferi u,ufor n seµnrfllt! Delnwrm! UmiJ�rf linhi/ily campn11y, VV11ilr'forrl, Tnylor & Presto11 L.LC. 

RECEIVED
OCTOBER 30 2024 

AHAA
Community Development 

Town of Farmville VA





























































 
Farmville Board of Zoning Appeals  

2025 Meeting Schedule  
  

Farmville Board of Zoning Appeals will hold their regular monthly meetings for 2025 on the 
following dates: 

Thursday, January 23, 2025 
Thursday, February 27, 2025 

Thursday, March 27, 2025 
Thursday, April 24, 2025 
Thursday, May 22, 2025 
Thursday, June 26, 2025 
Thursday, July 24, 2025 

Thursday, August 28, 2025 
Thursday, September 25, 2025 

Thursday, October 23, 2025 
*Thursday, November 27, 2025* 
*Thursday, December 25, 2025* 

  
Farmville Board of Zoning Appeals meetings are held in the Council Chamber on the second 
floor of the Town Hall, at 116 North Main Street, Farmville Virginia, at 7:00 p.m., unless 
otherwise scheduled. 
  
This list does not include any special meetings which may be called from time to time. 
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Board of Zoning Appeals 
2024 ANNUAL REPORT TO THE TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Section 15.2-2308 of the Code of Virginia states: 

The board shall keep a full public record of its proceedings and shall submit a report of its activities to 
the governing body or bodies at least once each year. 

 
Members 
 
Pam Butler 
Term Expires: 12/31/2025 
 
Penny Pairet 
Term Expires: 12/31/2025 
 
Cam Patterson 
Resigned: 8/07/2024 
 
John Miller 
Term Expires: 2/28/2026 
 
Sam Carey 
Term Expires: 5/31/2026 
 
Zachary Preston 
Term Expires: 2/28/2027 
 
Appointments 
 
Pam Butler – Chairperson 
Penny Pairet – Vice Chairperson 
 
Meetings  
The Board of Zoning Appeals met twice in the calendar year 2024.  
 
2024 Cases 

BZA24-001-VAR – Walmart Real Estate, Property Owner and Applicant, are requesting the following 
variances from the Town’s Sign Ordinance as follows: 

• A variance allowing 534.79 sq. ft. of total signage where 150 sq. ft. maximum is allowed, pursuant to 
Section 29-31.f.  

• A variance allowing a total of 18 wall signs where two (2) are allowed, pursuant to Section 29-31.f – 
Table 4.  

• A variance allowing 439.79 sq. ft. of wall signage where 100 sq. ft maximum is allowed, pursuant to 
Section 29-31.f – Table 4. 

The subject property is a 25.175 acre site located at 1800 Peery Drive on Parcel 0037000(14)00-002 and 
zoned B-3 Highway Commercial Zoning District. 
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Goals and Objectives for the Coming Year 
 

• Request that Town Council continue to budget for two Board of Zoning Appeals members to attend the 
Certified Board of Zoning Appeals Program that is conducted through the Land Use Education Program 
(LUEP) at Virginia Commonwealth University. Staff estimates that the combined cost for two 
commissioners in 2025 would be $2,000. 
 

• Prepare and submit the 2025 annual report to Town Council. 
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